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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1951. 


September,  1952. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Whitefield. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1951  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  district. 

The  population  according-  to  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate 
for  1951  remained  unchanged  at  12,920. 

The  ^adjusted  live  birth  rate  was  12.7  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  and  shows  a  gradual  decline  since  the  war  years.  The  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  is  15.5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  is  14.4,  compared  with  the  national 
rate  of  12.5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths,  and  the  infant  mortality  rate 
was  18  per  1,000  live  births.  This  figure  is  well  below  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  is  29.6,  but  where  small  numbers 
are  involved  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  five  or  ten  vear  average. 
The  average  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  last  five  vears  in  White- 
field,  including  the  present  vear,  is  80.8. 

There  was  no  undue  incidence  of  illness  or  outbreak  of  infec¬ 
tion.  The  district  was  completelv  free  from  diphtheria  and 
poliomyelitis,  but  there  were  four  deaths  from  respiratory  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Food  hygiene  inspections  continued  throughout  the  vear  and 
met  with  the  ready  co-operation  of  food  traders. 

Two  out  of  ten  samples  of  raw  milk  were  found  to  contain 
tubercle  bacilli,  and  two  out  of  18  samples  were  bacteriologically 
unsatisfactory. 
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I  In-  water  supply  was  mainly  satisfactory,  but  bacteriogical 
reports  indicated  that  filtration  of  all  sources  of  supply  is  advis¬ 
able. 


The  number  of  houses  completed  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  was  f)0,  together  with  eight  completed  bv  private  enterprise. 

There  are  applications  for  re-housing  from  205  Whitefield 
families  who  are  not  living  in  self-contained  units  of  accommoda¬ 
tion. 


1  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  H.  T.  WADE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

*  “  adjusted  ”  means  corrected  to  a  standard  population  for 
purposes  of  comparison  with  other  districts. 
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Table  1.— STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

Area — 3,261  acres 

Population — Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  : — 

resident  population  mid  1951  12,920. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  Rate  Books  at  the  end 
of  1951—4,368. 

Rateable  Value  1951— -£81,521. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1950/51 — £332. 


Table  II. — VITAL  STATISTICS,  1951. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  .. 

.  166 

82 

84 

Live 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Births 

Total 

L 

168 

83 

85 

Still  Births 

7 

5 

2 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

174 

81 

93 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population — -13. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births — 4.0. 


the  estimated  average 
population — 13.5. 


Adjusted  birth-rate — -12.7  (comparability  factor) — 0.98. 
Adjusted  death-rate- — 14.4  (comparability  factor) — 1.07. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ....  Nil. 

Other  Maternal  causes  Nil. 
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Deaths  of  infants 

under  one  year 
Total. 

of  age  :  — 

Male.  Female. 

Legitimate 

.  3 

3 

Illegitimate 

.  . 

-  - 

Total 

3 

3 

All  infants 

per  1,000  live  births 

18 

Deaths  from 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

26 

)) 

)  > 

Measles  (all  ages) 

1 

>  > 

)  * 

Whooping-cough  (all  ages) 

1 

J 


y 


t  Adjusted  (live  birth-rate  (comparability  factor,  0*08)  12'7  per  1,000. 

(death-rate  (comparability  factor,  1,07)  14*4  per  1,000. 
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Table  III.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1951. 


M. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


F. 

2 


1 


2 

1 


8 

2 

6 

11 

2 

8 

2 

4 

5 
8 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

2 


1 

2 

3 

9 

1 

8 

8 

2 

22 

8 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

13 


All  causes 


81 


93 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Irwell  Valley 
Water  Board. 

Source  of  Supply  — Upland  Surface. 

Supplies  to  Houses- — 

From  Public  Mains — 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses,  4,260. 

Estimated  No.  of  Population,  12,920. 

From  Private  Supplies  (Wells,  Springs,  etc.)  — 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses,  9. 

Estimated  No.  of  Population,  38. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity  during  the  year. 

No.  of  Bacteriological  examinations  :  135. 

Results  :  mainly  satisfactory. 

No.  of  Chemical  Analysis,  30. 

Results  :  Satisfactory. 

All  water  is  chlorinated. 

Water  liable  to  plumbo  solvent  action  is  lime  treated. 

Extensions  of  water  supply  ;  652  yards  of  mains  for  new  housing. 

Section  C — Housing  1936  Act. 

Full  details  of  housing  inspections  and  action  under  statutory 
powers  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

There  was  one  case  of  legal  overcrowding  reported,  and  five 
other  cases  relieved  during  the  year.  The  Council  had  four 
housing  schemes  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year,  comprising  72 
houses  and  bedroom  maisonettes.  One  further  scheme  for  38 
dwelling  houses  was  under  contemplation,  and  a  special  scheme 
was  being  commenced  to  deal  with  the  overspill  population  from 
Manchester. 

Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Licences. — The  following  Licences  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  (Amendment)  Regulations, 
1949.  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1949,  have  been  issued: 
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Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (1)  Bottling  .  Nil 

(2)  Distribution  .  14 

Accredited  Milk  (1)  Bottling  .  Nil 

(2)  Distribution  . Nil 

Pasteurised  Milk  (1)  Bottling  .  Nil 

(2)  Retail  Distributors  .  11 

Sterilised  .  15 


(b)  Dairies,  Milk  Shops. — There  are  26  Retail  purveyors  of 
Milk.  Regular  inspections  of  the  premises  were  made  during  the 
year,  and  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

Action  taken  by  local  authority  in  relation  to — 

(a)  Raw  Milk— 

(i)  Tuberculosis — biological  tests. 

No.  of  samples  10.  Positive  2.  Negative  8. 

i  (ii)  Bacteriological  examinations. 

No.  of  samples  13.  Satisfactory  11. 
Unsatisfactory  2. 

(iii)  Sediment  tests. 

No.  of  samples,  None. 

(b)  “  Heat  Treated  ”  Milk. 

(i)  Phosphatase  test. 

No.  of  samples,  30.  Satisfactory,  29. 
Unsatisfactory,  1. 

(ii)  Turbidity  test. 

No.  of  samples,  12.  Satisfactory,  12. 
Unsatisfactory,  None. 

(iii)  Methylene  Blue  reduction  test. 

No.  of  samples,  20.  Satisfactory,  19. 
Unsatisfactory,  1. 

(iv)  Tuberculosis. 

No.  of  samples,  None. 
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No.  of  notifications  of  tuberculous  milk  forwarded  to  the 
Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
(this  will  normally  be  the  total  of  positive  samples  indicated  in 
parts  (a)  (i)  and  (b)  (iv)  above) — 2. 

Results  of  Ministry  investigations  during  the  year  arising 
from  notifications  by  the  local  authority- 

No.  of  veterinary  inspections,  3. 

No.  of  cases  where  animals  seized  under  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1938,  1. 

No.  of  animals  seized,  1. 

No.  of  cases  reported  negative  where  animals  had  been  sold  prior 
to  investigation,  None. 

No.  of  cases  reported  negative,  no  animals  seized,  None. 

Meat  Supply. 

Routine  inspection  of  meat  in  shops  has  continued.  Details 
are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

Ice-Cream. 

There  are  32  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 
The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  41,  of  which 
39  samples  reached  a  satisfactory  standard  under  the  Provisional 
Grading  Scheme. 

Bakehouses,  Food  Shops,  Fish  Fryers,  and  Meat  Shops. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  the  above  premises 
throughout  the  year.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
The  total  number  of  inspections  was  493. 
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Table  IV. 


Disease 

Total  of 
notified 
cases 
(corr’ctd) 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous 

23 

20 

— 

croup) 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  (excluding  German  Measles) 

141 

— 

1 

Whooping  cough 

Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary  and 

30 

— 

1 

Influenza) 

14 

— 

14 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

5 

2 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  cases  ... 

216 

22 

16 

The  following  pathological  and  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  were  made  during  1951  : — 


Diphtheria  —  55. 


Typhoid  —  23. 


TABLE  V.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1951. 

(after  correction). 


15 


16 


Table  VI. 
DIPHTHERIA. 


Year. 

No.  of  Cases. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

1933 

17  . 

.  1 

1934 

11 

Nil. 

1935 

14 

Nil. 

1936 

17 

2 

1937 

.  14  . 

.  1 

1938 

.  51 

2 

1939 

.  32  . 

.  1 

*1940 

.  6 

1 

1941 

.  3  . 

Nil. 

,1942 

Nil . 

.  Nil. 

1943 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1944 

4  . 

Nil. 

1945 

5 

Nil. 

1946 

.  Nil. 

Nil. 

1947 

.  1  . 

.  Nil. 

1948 

.  Nil . 

.  Nil. 

1949 

Nil . 

Nil. 

1950 

t  1 

.  Nil. 

1951 

.  Nil . 

.  Nil. 

*  Immunisation  Scheme  started  May,  1940. 
f  Clinical  diagnosis  only,  not  confirmed  bacteriologically. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Table  VII. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1950. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Resp’t’y 

non-  Resp’t’ry 

Resp’t’y 

non-Resp’t’ry 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Y  ears  0 — 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1- 

2- 

c: 

1 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

■ — 

— 

> )  3 

„  10- 
„  15— 

„  20- 
„  25- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- — 

„  35 

„  45- 

„  55- 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„  65— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

,,  75  &  upwards 

1 

1 

Totals 

4 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

- — 

— 

5 

4 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47. 

Provision  is  made  here  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises 
of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  who  are  living  in  insani¬ 
tary  conditions,  and  who  are  unable  to  obtain  proper  care  and 
attention. 

Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Inspections  in  regard  to  general  hygiene,  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation,  and  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  have  been  carried  out. 
Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  H.M.  Inspector  of  Fac¬ 
tories.  Details  of  the  inspections  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector’s  Report.  A  report  given  under  Section  128  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  is  appended. 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District 
of  Whitefield. 

Health  and  Cleansing-  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Whitefield, 

September,  1052. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

It  is  with  pleasure  1  submit  for  your  consideration  my  23rd 
Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  area  for  the 
year  ending-  31st  December,  1951,  whilst  the  section  of  the  report 
dealing-  with  Cleansing-  is  for  the  financial  year  ending-  31st  March, 
1952. 

During-  the  period  under  review  2,249  premises  were  visited, 
274  nuisances  or  defects  were  found,  and  302  abated. 

105  Informal  Notices  and  13  Statutory  Notices  were  served. 

Special  attention  was  given  to  the  inspection  of  premises  used 
for  the  preparation,  storage  and  sale  of  foodstuffs.  It  will  be 
seen  from  the  summary  of  inspections  that  403  inspections  were 
made  to  these  premises,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  record  that  in 
carrying  out  this  very  important  branch  of  our  work,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  has  received  full  co-operation  from  the  traders. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  is,  with  the  exception  of  those 
parts  of  the  district  where  there  is  no  sewer,  all  on  the  water 
carriage  system. 

The  Hillock  area  is  part  of  the  district  where  there  is  no 
sewer  ;  this  area  being  far  from  ideal,  the  majority  of  the  houses 
falling  far  short  of  the  recognised  standard  of  working  class 
dwellings. 

May  I  express  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Surveyor  and  staff  in  general,  my  appreciation  for  the  assistance 
and  co-operation  shown  to  me  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

B.  HODGSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Complaints  Investigated  90 

Bakehouses  39 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  32 

Knackers  Yards  and  Slaughter-houses  ...  44 

Food  Shops  and  Street  Vendors.  330 

Factories  re  Smoke  ....  ....  12 

Factories  51 

Fried  Fish  Shops  17 

Dwelling-houses-  Public  Health  Acts  98 

Housing  Acts  3 

Infectious  Diseases  31 

Council  Houses  114 

Re-visits  Public  Health  Acts  ....  270 

Housing  Acts  22 

Infectious  Diseases  37 

Drains  New  Buildings  9 

Old  Buildings  144 

Piggeries  and  Stables  31 

Builders  and  Owners  Interviewed  29 

Rodent  Control  ....  ....  415 

Work  in  Progress — Public  Health  Acts  62 

Housing  x\cts  8 

Ice  Cream  Premises  6 

Shops  Act  126 

Cleansing  Visits  ....  50 

Miscellaneous  ....  94 

Housing  Tenancy  34 

Caravans  20 

Schools  ....  17 

Outworkers  ....  3 

School  Canteens  ....  ....  6 

Licensed  Houses  4 

Works  Canteens  ....  ....  ....  ...  1 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES. 

1950 

1951 

Stairs  Repaired 

1 

— 

Ceilings  and  walls  replastered 

57 

55 

New  Skirting  Boards  fixed 

— 

2 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

16 

6 

Dampness  Abated 

25 

42 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 

23 

10 

New  sinks  fixed 

1 

3 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed  or  repaired 

6 

9 

Ventilation  improved 

— 

13 

Fire  Ranges  repaired 

3 

6 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired 

2 

3 

Handrails  fixed 

7 

3 

Houses  cleansed 

1 

1 

Brickwork  repaired 

6 

4 

Cisterns  renewed 

1 

— 

Hot  water  Service  repaired 

— 

1 

EXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES. 

Damp  Course  inserted 

2 

— 

Roofs  repaired 

19 

13 

Walls  repointed  or  Rendered 

17 

32 

Chimneys  repaired  or  rebuilt 

9 

14 

Eaves  Gutters  renewed  or  repaired 

26 

27 

Yards  repaired  or  re-paved 

3 

6 

Rain  water  pipes  renewed 

7 

6 

Rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from  drains 

1 

1 

Brickwork  repaired 

1 

— 

Walls  rebuilt 

1 

1 

Paths  relaid 

9 

— 

Yard  gates  renewed 

1 

— 
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DRAINAGE. 

1950 

1951 

Drains  Cleansed 

13 

17 

Drains  repaired 

8 

2 

Drains  reconstructed 

2 

1 

New  Glazed  Gullies  fixed 

18 

3 

Inspection  Chambers  provided 

4 

— 

Intercepting  Traps  fixed 

3 

— 

Ventilating  Shafts  repaired 

• — - 

1 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired 

1 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

Pail  converted  to  W.C. 

— 

1 

W.C.  Fittings  renewed  or  repaired 

12 

5 

W.C.  Structures  repaired  or  rebuilt 

4 

7 

W.C.  Service  Pipes  repaired 

3 

3 

Pail  Closets  provided  in  lieu  of  privy  closets 

8 

5 

Rochdale  Pails  renewed 

3 

1 

Additional  Closets  provided 

4 

Waste  Water  Closets  converted  to  fresh  water 

closets 

31 

5 

W.C.  Pedestals  renewed 

2 

4 

Waste  Water  Closets  repaired 

1 

— 

W.C.  Cleansed 

— 

3 

ACCOMMODATION  FOR  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

Dust  Bins  renewed 

262 

305 

Dust  Bins  provided  in  lieu  of  Privy  Middens 

12 

6 

Miscellaneous 

5 

2 

Accumulations  removed 

4 

4 

l 
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Housing. 

Much  time  and  attention  was  devoted  to  the  question  of 
housing-  during  the  period  under  review,  as  will  be  observed  from 
the  table  of  sanitary  improvements  effected. 

Much  of  the  work  which  has  been  carried  out  has  been 
achieved  without  having  to  resort  to  legal  action. 

There  are  quite  a  large  number  of  houses  in  the  area  which 
it  is  impossible  to  raise  to  any  reasonable  standard  of  fitness, 
these  being  old  and  worn  out,  and  one  looks  forward  to  the  dav, 
which  we  hope  is  not  in  the  too  far  distant  future,  when  houses  of 
this  character  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  it  has  not  been  found  necessary 
for  the  Council  to  treat  any  house  during  the  year  for  infestation 
of  vermin. 

One  case  of  legal  overcrowding  was  reported,  whilst  five 
cases  were  relieved,  leaving  one  case  still  registered  at  the  end 
of  1951.  These  figures,  I  feel,  are  not  to  be  taken  as  a  true 
record  of  the  extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  area;  a  true  picture 
can  only  be  obtained  by  carrying  out  a  complete  survev  of  the 
district  as  was  carried  out  in  1936. 


The  number  of  houses  erected  during  the  vear  was  as  follows : 


By  Local  Authority  .  50 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  8 


Four  schemes  were  in  hand  on  December  31st,  1951,  and  were 
as  follows  : — 


Scheme  No.  6 — 10 
20 

Scheme  No.  7 — 20 
8 

Scheme  No.  8 —  6 
Scheme  No.  9 —  8 


2-Bedroom  Houses. 

1- Bedroom  Maisonettes. 

2- Bedroom  Houses. 
1-Bedroom  Maisonettes. 
1 -Bedroom  Bungalows. 

3- Bedroom  Houses. 


One  scheme  is  contemplated,  comprising 

16  3-Bedroom  Houses. 
22  2-Bedroom  Houses. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  THE 
FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  of  all  food  premises  in 
the  area  where  food  was  manufactured  or  sold. 

During  the  year  traders  were  supplied  with  a  “  Code  of  Prac¬ 
tice,”  which  was  approved  by  the  Council  after  being  formulated 
at  a  joint  meeting- of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  Division  12,  such 
meeting  was  called  at  the  instigation  of  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health), 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  uniformity  of  action  throughout 
the  area.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Chief  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspector  of  the  County  Borough  of  Bury,  in  addition 
to  the  County  Sanitary  Officer,  attended  the  meeting  and  joined 
in  the  deliberations. 

In  cases  where  unsuitable  conditions  or  defects  were  found 
the  traders  have  been  very  willing  to  co-operate  with  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  carrying  out  the  requirements  of  the  Council. 

By  regular  inspection  and  co-operation  with  the  traders  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  able  to  achieve  many  improvements 
in  food  premises. 

One  gratifying-  feature  is  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  appeal 
made  to  the  public  asking  that  dogs  should  not  be  taken  in  food 
shops  has  not  been  made  in  vain,  as  it  is  now  only  on  rare  occa¬ 
sions  that  one  finds  dogs  in  a  food  shop  ;  then  generally  it  is  on 
a  lead. 

There  are  still  some  traders  who  still  feel  it  is  necessary  to 
use  sawdust  on  the  floor  of  the  shop,  but  I  can  only  repeat  what 
I  stated  in  1949,  that  I  feel  that  the  use  of  such  material  in  any  food 
premises  is  not  hygienic,  and  should  not  be  used. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  provision  of  the  above  Act  relating  to  the  sampling  of 
food  for  qualitv  are  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 
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i  am  indebted  to  Dr.  S.  C.  Gawne,  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  for  the  following-  summary  of  works  carried  out  in  this 


district  :■ — 

SAMPLES  TAKEN. 

A  total  of  68  samples  was  obtained  ;  of  these  40  were  of  milk 


(this  total  includes 
comprised  : — 

I  Channel  Islands  Milk),  and  the  28  others 

1  Lemon  Curd 

1  Margarine 

1  Castor  Oil 

1  Cooking  Fat 

1  Oatmeal 

1  Certo  Fruit  Pectin 

2  Cocoa 

1  Treacle 

2  Malt,  Milk  &  Cocoa  Beverage. 
4  Sweets 

Porridge  Oats  2  Flavouring  Essence,  Vanilla 


1  Butter 

1  Lard 

8 ' Syrup 

1  Flavouring  Essence,  Lemon 

1  Flavouring  Essence,  Almond 

8  Honey. 

All  the  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following: — 


Sample 

Result  of  Analysis  Action  Taken 

1  Formal  Milk 

The  freezing  point  indi-  Vendor  cautioned  and 
cated  the  presence  of  further  samples  obtain- 
1  •  3  per  cent,  of  extrane-  ed. 
ous  water. 

1  Informal  Milk 

Deficient  of  3  -  3  per  cent  Vendor  notified. 

fat  and  low  in  solids-not- 

fat. 

1  Informal  Milk 

Deficient  of  6-  6  per  cent  Vendor  notified, 
fat. 

1  Informal  Channel 
Islands  Milk. 

Deficient  20  per  cent  fat  Formal  sample  obtained 

1  Malt,  Milk  and 

Cocoa  Beverage. 

Sample  had  formed  a  Surrendered  and  dest- 
hard  mass.  Probably  royed. 
old  stock. 
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Ice-Cream. 

There  are  32  premises  registered  under  Section  116  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers) 
Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice-cream,  an  increase 
of  6  over  last  year. 

41  Samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  the  results  of  which  were  as  follows  : — 

29  in  Provisional  Grade  1=  71.0% 

10  ,,  „  2=24.2% 

2  „  ,,  3=  4.8% 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  record  that  the  results  of  the  examina¬ 
tions  on  the  samples  taken  show  a  great  improvement  on  last 
year’s  results,  only  two  samples  being  classified  in  Provisional 
Grade  3,  whilst  none  were  classified  as  Provisional  Grade  4. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

The  following  unsound  foods  were  condemned  and  sur¬ 
rendered  from  shops  in  the  area  : 

1  11 -lb.  tin  of  Ham 

2  tins  of  Damsons 
25  tins  of  Milk 
25  tins  of  Peas 

5  tins  of  Luncheon  Meat 
2  tins  of  Ham 
1  tin  of  Bananas 
4  4-lb.  tins  of  Jellied  Veal 
1  tin  of  Shrimps 
1  Gallon  tin  of  Apples 
9  lbs.  Ham  (Raw). 

Knackers  Yard. 

Frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  the  premises,  which  have 
been  found  to  be  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  ocndition. 


2  tins  of  Kidney 
12  tins  of  Beans 
43  tins  of  Cherries 

3  tins  of  Minced  Beef  Loaf 
2  lbs.  of  Cheese 

2  3-lb.  tins  of  Chicken 
16  tins  of  Salmon 

1  Beast’s  Kidney 
1  Gallon  tin  of  Pears 

3  Rabbits 

7  jars  of  Pineapple. 
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Shops  Act,  1950. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Council,  this  Council  agreed  to 
vour  Sanitary  Inspector  carrying  out  the  inspectoral  duties  which 
the  County  Council  are  required  to  administer  under  the  provisions 
of  the  above  Act,  in  addition  to  the  duties  for  which  the  Local 
Authority  is  responsible. 

All  reports  relative  to  inspections  carried  out  are  forwarded 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  whose  staff  carry  out  the 
administrative  duties  appertaining  thereto  : — 

I'he  following  is  a  summary  of  work  carried  out  during  the 
year : — 

Number  of  Inspections — 160. 

Number  of  contraventions  reported  to  the  County  Council 


as  to  : — 

Failure  to  exhibit  or  provide  prescribed  form  in  regard 

to  the  provision  of  seats  for  female  shop  assistants  1 

Failure  to  exhibit  weekly  half-holiday  notice  .  1 

Failure  to  exhibit  record  hours  of  employment  .  1 

Failure  to  exhibit  abstract  of  provisions  .  1 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following  works  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 
n  Waste  Water  Closets  converted  to  Fresh  Water  Closets. 

5  Privy  Closets  converted  to  Pail  Closets. 

1  Pail  Closet  converted  to  Fresh  Water  Closet. 

1  additional  Pail  Closet  provided. 

1  1  additional  Fresh  Water  Closets  provided  at  Factories  in 
the  area. 

8  additional  Fresh  Water  Closets  and  Urinal  provided  on 
Licenced  Premises. 

1  additional  Fresh  Water  Closet  and  Wash  Basin  provided  to 
Business  Premises. 


29 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Sanitary  Accommodation 
in  the  area  on  the  31st  December,  1951  : — 

Fresh  Water  Closets  4340  Waste  Water  Closets  76 

Privy  Closets  .  30  Privy  Middens  .  14 

Pail  Closets  .  62  Dust  Bins  .  4570 

REGISTER  OF  FACTORIES. 

Bleachers,  Dyers  and  Finishers  .  4 

Bakehouses  .  13 

Confectioners  .  2 

Gas  Appliances  .  1 

Towel  and  Tape  Weaving  .  4 

Joiners  and  Builders  .  13 

Plumbers  .  4 

Cycle  Repairs  .  1 

Plastics  .  1 

Plaster  Casts  .  1 

Electrical  Repairs  .  1 

Blacksmiths  .  1 

Engineers  .  1 

Weaving  .  2 

Furniture  Manufacturers,  etc .  3 

Motor  Engineers  .  3 

Tailors  and  Pressers  .  2 

Rubber  Works  .  1 

Boot  Repairers,  etc .  4 

Bakehouses. 

39  inspections  were  made  to  the  13  bakehouses  in  the  area, 
which  were  found  to  be  maintained  satisfactorilv.  One  bakehouse 
was  enlarged  during  the  year. 
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INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  work  of  rodent  control  is  one  which  has  received  the  full 
attention  of  the  Department  during  the  year. 

There  are  two  employees  trained  in  the  recognised  technique 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  their  services  are  available  for 
dealing  with  infestations. 

In  the  work  of  rodent  control  the  department  have  received 
full  co-operation  from  the  public  by  immediate  notification  by  them 
on  becoming  aware  of  the  presence  of  rodents.  The  free  service 
for  treatment  of  private  dwellings  enjoyed  by  the  public  plays  a 
very  valuable  part  in  this  direction. 

Whitefield  forms  part  of  Workable  Area  Committee  No.  15, 
and  your  representatives  on  such  Committee  are  Councillor  H. 
Hodgson,  Councillor  H.  Miller,  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Your  Sanitary  Inspector  being  Chairman,  and  Councillor  Miller 
Deputy  Chairman  of  such  Committee. 

Councillor  Miller  and  vour  Sanitary  Inspector  are  members 
of  the  Manchester  Regional  Rodent  Consultative  Committee. 

The  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  with  an  operating  squad  of  one  operative  and  one  sewer 
man. 

First  Treatment. 

The  number  of  manholes  baited  was  515,  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Complete  lake  from  1  manhole. 

Partial  takes  from  239  manholes. 

No  takes  from  275  manholes. 

Second  Treatment. 

The  number  of  manholes  baited  was  516,  with  the  following 
results  : — 
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Complete  take  from  1  manhole. 

Partial  takes  from  259  manholes. 

No  takes  from  256  manholes. 

The  following-  table  gives  details  of  work  carried  out  under 


the  above  Acts  : — 

No.  of 

Premises.  Premises.  Hours.  Cost. 

Business  Premises  .  8  —  £48  16  3 

Private  Dwelling's  .  19  41^  — 


RAC  FLOCK  AND  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

The  above  Act  and  Reg-ulations  became  operative  on  the  1st 
November,  and  gives  Local  Authorities  greater  power  to  secure 
the  use  of  clean  filling  materials  in  upholstered  and  other  articles 
which  are  stuffed  or  lined. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  area  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  rag  flock  or  other  filling  materials.  Two  premises  where  filling- 
materials  are  used  have  been  registered. 

MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

There  are  no  camping  or  caravan  sites  in  the  area. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  AND  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT. 

15  licences  were  granted  for  the  keeping  of  Petroleum  to  which 
the  Petroleum  Acts  apply.  2  licences  were  granted  for  the  keeping 
of  Cellulose  Solution;  each  licence  was  granted  for  a  period  of  12 
months. 


CAME  ACT,  1831. 

1  licence  to  deal  in  Game  was  granted  by  the  Council. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  period  under  review  no  timed  observations  of 
Works’  chimnevs  were  taken,  nevertheless  the  question  of  smoke 
abatement  received  the  attention  of  the  Department  in  the  wav 
of  visits  to  works,  and  discussions  with  the  Works’  Managers, 
Engineers,  and  Firemen. 
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A  joint  scheme  for  the  investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution 
was  inaugurated  during'  the  year.  17  Local  Authorities  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  scheme,  and  the  area  covered  is  approximately  70 
square  miles.  In  all,  32  lead  peroxide  gauges  were  installed 
throughout  the  area,  two  of  which  were  placed  in  Whitefield,  one 
in  the  grounds  of  Stand  Cricket  Club,  and  the  other  at  Moss  Lane 
Sewage  Works. 

The  result  of  the  tests  since  the  scheme’s  inception  were: — 

Results  in  mgm.  Sulphur  Trioxide  per  100  sq.  CM  exposed 
surface  per  day. 


JulY 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Cricket 

Ground 

0-66 

0-78 

1-04 

1-64 

1-72 

2-09 

Sewage 

Works 

1*07 

1-35 

1-51 

1-66 

2*37 

2-53 

It  will  be  observed  from  September  onwards  there  is  an  in¬ 
crease  in  emissions  of  sulphur  dioxide.  This  does  not  only  apply 
to  Whitefield,  but  reports  show  that  the  other  districts  in  the 
scheme  are  similar! v  affected. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse. 

The  subject  matter  of  this  section  of  the  report  deals  with 
the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1952,  as  distinct  from  the 
rest  of  the  report,  which  is  for  the  vear  ending-  31st  December, 

1951. 

Refuse  Collection. 

It  is  very  gratifying-  to  report  that  there  has  been  a  con¬ 
siderable  improvement  in  the  house  refuse  collection  service  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  this  improvement  being  brought  about  in  no  small 
way  from  the  co-operation  received  from  the  public,  and  also  that 
there  has  been  a  full  complement  of  staflf  who  have  carried  out 
the  work  conscientiously. 

The  work  is  carried  out  bv  : — 

1  10-cubic  vard  P'reighter  with  driver  and  six  loaders  em¬ 
ployed  full  time. 

1  9-cubic  yard  Fordson  Jekter  with  driver,  and  one  loader 
employed  one  day  per  week. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  : — 

Bins  Emptied.  Pails  Emptied.  Privies  Emptied. 
197,170  2,295  36 


Salvage. 

The  work  of  salvage  collection  has  continued  to  show  an  im¬ 
provement  ;  the  weight  of  waste  paper  collected  showed  an  increase 
of  8  tons  over  last  year. 

The  salvage  stewards  continue  to  function  in  an  efficient 
manner,  and  our  thanks  are  due  for  the  continued  co-operation  and 
valuable  support  they  have  given  over  a  number  of  years. 

Kitchen  Waste. 

This  valuable  service  has  been  extended  during  the  year,  and 
a  further  supply  of  individual  buckets  were  put  out  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  communal  bins  reduced.  There  are  now  1,153  individual 
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containers  and  107  communal  bins  in  use,  and  the  yield  was  256 
tons  16  cwts.  1  qr. ,  an  increase  of  34  tons  over  last  year.  The 
great  advantage  of  the  individual  container  is  that  a  better  quality 
of  waste  is  received,  free  from  foreign  matter  which  is  prevalent 
in  communal  bins.  1  feel  that  though  the  communal  bins  were 
essential  during  the  period  of  the  war  it  is  now  time  they  were 
removed  from  our  streets,  and  the  individual  container  substituted. 
We  are  told  that  this  service  should  be  extended,  as  kitchen  waste 
will  be  required  to  feed  pigs  and  poultry  for  many  years.  If  this 
be  so,  and  it  is  to  become  a  regular  and  permanent  duty  of  the 
Cleansing  Department,  the  only  efficient  way  of  carrying  it  out 
is  by  separation  at  the  house  and  the  provision  of  an  individual 
container.  The  extension  of  the  service  is  controlled  by  many 
factors,  i. e. ,  adequate  means  of  transport  and  the  provision  and 
supply  of  individual  buckets.  At  the  present  time  the  Department 
are  not  in  a  position  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the  area,  but  are 
gradually  extending  as  circumstances  permit. 

Dust  Bin  Maintenance  Service. 

The  above  scheme,  which  was  inaugurated  in  June,  1950,  has 
been  of  great  value  to  the  Department,  and  since  its  inception  620 
bins  have  been  supplied. 

The  public  can  greatly  assist  the  Council  in  keeping  the  cost 
of  replacements  down  to  a  minimum  bv  using  the  bin  for  the 
purpose  it  is  provided,  as  one  finds  that  dust  bins  are  often  used 
as  incinerators,  and  therebv  reducing  the  life. 

Concentrate. 

The  amount  of  concentrate  sold  during  the  period  under  review 
was  73  tons  19  cwts. 
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REVENUE  FROM  SALES  OF  RESIDUALS. 

t.  c.  qr.  £  s.  d. 

Baled  W  aste  Paper  .  143  12  0  2,587  17  8 

Rags  .  1  18  3  47  10  3 

Cartons  .  —  11  16  8 

Kitchen  W  aste  .  256  16  1  760  16  2 

Concentrate  .  73  19  0  592  18  11 


£4,000  19  8 


COST  OF  COLLECTION. 

£  s.  d. 

Wages  .  1,942  7  7 

Transport  .  1,100  2  3 

Bins,  etc .  308  0  0 

Printing .  8  0  0 

Overalls  and  Gloves  .  56  9  11 


£3,414  19  9 

COST  OF  DISPOSAL. 

£  s.  d. 

Wages .  665  6  7 

Overalls  and  Gloves  .  13  4  4 

Miscellaneous  .  21  2  9 


£699  13  8 


COST  OF  SALVAGE. 

£  s.  d. 

Wages  .  918  15  1 

Transport .  1,475  4  0 

Bins  .  57  6  7 

Food  Bins  (Small)  .  80  0  0 

Miscellaneous  .  19  8  3 

Baling  Wire  .  9  17  9 

Concentrate  .  503  19  5 

Printing- .  11  0  0 


£3,075  11  1 

Actual  Expenditure.  Estimated  Expenditure. 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Collection  .  3,414  19  9  Collection  .  3,863  0  0 

Disposal  .  699  13  8  Disposal  .  1,311  0  0 

Salvage  .  3,075  11  1  - 

- — -  £5,174  0  0 

£7,190  4  6  Salvage — Credit  .  145  0  0 

Less  Receipts 
from  Salvage 
&  Concentrate  4,000  19  8 

£3.189  4  10  £5,029  0  0 

£  *  d. 

Fstimated  Expenditure  .  5,029  0  0 

Actual  Expenditure  .  3,189  4  10 


£1,839  15  2 


Saving  on  Estimate — £1,839  15s  2d. 
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